
 
 

 

Tower Project Update 

Weekend of July 28 & 29, 2012 
 

There has been much progress over the last month and a half since the scaffolding and safety netting 
were erected around the principal bell tower.  As you can see, in the picture in the lower right-hand 
corner, workers have moved to the west side of the building and have begun work on the base of the 
small tower this past week.  Workers continue cleaning the stone—stripping years of dirt, grime, and 
mold—and repointing  areas around the front of the Cathedral.   
 

Next week, the Main Entrance of the Cathedral will be closed due to the construction of scaffolding in 
front of the church; after which work will begin on the façade of the Cathedral.  Parishioners and 
visitors attending Daily Mass will need to access the Cathedral via the West Entrance, along 
Brazos Street this next week.   
 

While repointing the spires of the towers, concern arose regarding the structural stability of the 
spires—most particularly, the southeast spire.  We know from parish records the tower was struck by 
lightning in 1958, the spire was replaced and the roof repaired.  In the 1970s, lightning rods were 
installed to prevent further damage.  Steel rods and cables were attached to each of the spires by 
hammering bolts directly onto the stone facing as 
seen in the photo on the opposite side.  In this 
process, stone on the spires either chipped off or 
cracked.  We knew that weathering and water 
creeping into the crevices had compromised the 
integrity of many of the stones; now stonemasons 
have begun to investigate possible damage to the 
spires.   
 

At the recommendation of the Cathedral’s 
Structural Engineer, an additional seven (7) feet of 
scaffolding was erected atop the 13 stories of 
scaffolding already around the main bell tower to 
better examine the spires.   
 

It is suspected that some portion; if not the entire 
steel rod which forms the core of the spire may be  

 
 
 

Picture taken July 25, 2012 by Cathedral Parishioner.  
Protective netting was placed around the base of the West Tower 
to allow workers to safely clean the stone and repoint the ground 
level areas of the Façade and West Tower. 

Please see Cathedral Bulletin for 
information about Work Zone Areas. 

 

The Main Entrance to the 
Cathedral will not be accessible the 
week of Monday, July 30, please use 

the West Entrance,  
along Brazos Street. 



rusted.  As the steel rusts, it expands creating cracks in the stones, causing stone to fall.  Ash Masonry, 
Masonry Subcontractor, will begin the removal of 8-10 courses of stone from the spires to better 
understand the extent of the damage caused by rusting steel.  After the courses have been removed, we 
will be able to better understand the structural integrity and develop a plan.   

    

Please continue to pray for the success of the 
Tower Restoration and the safety of the workers. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

(Left) Nicholas Clayton sketch of tower.  Arrow points to the courses that will be removed to evaluate 
the extent of damage caused by rusting steel rods in the spires. 
(Middle) Rock from the tower, note the groove made for a rod and the rust in the groove. 
(Right) Photo of the spire.  The lightning rod was bolted to the face of the stone.  The stone has chipped 
away or cracked after years of weathering. 

 

(Left) Worker replacing 
stone using “Dutchman” 
process; The Dutchman 
process involves the removal 
and replacement of part or 
all the stone.  When the 
stone dries, it will match 
surrounding stones perfectly. 
 
(Right) Worker preparing 
façade of the Cathedral for 
repointing.   


